
SITUATION REPORT NO. 10
INCIDENT NO. 95-04

DATE: May 9, 1995               TIME: 4:00 pm

TO: Governor Edward T. Schafer
State Capitol
Bismarck, ND 58504

1. NATURE OF DISASTER:  1995 Spring Flood.  Heavy rainfall
during the period from May 6-9, 1995, compounding the
existing flooding and saturated soil conditions.

2. DEATH AND INJURIES:  A Foster County motorist was injured
when his vehicle struck a soft spot and rolled into water
along the road.

3. DAMAGE:  The level of Devils Lake on May 9, 1995 was
1434.35 feet msl.

Precipitation was received in North Dakota on Saturday,
May 6, throughout the night of Sunday, May 7, Monday, May
8, and Tuesday, May 9.  The greatest amounts were
received in the south central and central North Dakota
and in the Devils Lake Basin.

This rainfall fell on saturated soils with the majority
of it draining off the land.  It is expected that the
rainfall will increase the overland flooding throughout
the central part of the state and in the Devils Lake
Basin.  Additional damage to the infrastructure and to
individual property is expected.

In the Devils Lake Basin, a line approximately 30 miles
wide from south of Wales to northeast of Maddock received
from one to four inches of rain.  Four inches of rain was
received in the Munich area and west of Minnewaukan.

Emmons and Sioux Counties received from 1.0 to 3.25
inches of rainfall during the period.  The area was under
an urban and rural flood advisory on May 8, 1995.  BIA
Highway 7 on the Standing Rock Indian Reservation between
Highway 6 and Highway 1806 is washed out.

The James River Basin received 2.5 inches of rainfall at
Jamestown.  The lower reaches of the basin had over 2.25
inches while the upper drainage basin above Jamestown and



Pipestem Dams had about 1.25 inches of rainfall.

The Pembina River Basin which is beginning to recover
from recent flooding was not adversely affected.  About
.50 inches of rainfall was received.

As of April 30, 1995, costs of over $37,000 have been
incurred by Sheyenne Valley Electric Cooperative to move
electrical service lines in Mission Township of Benson
County.  The service lines are affected by the rising
levels of Devils Lake.  The work is continuing.

4. RESOURCES COMMITTED:

LOCAL:  No change from previous report.

STATE:  No change from previous report.

FEDERAL:  No change from previous report.

5. VOLUNTEER ACTIONS:  No change from previous report.

6. MAJOR ACTIONS:  The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers lowered
releases from Jamestown Dam to 600 cfs to allow for
internal drainage in Jamestown. They are releasing 200
cfs from Pipestem Dam for a total of 800 cfs.

City of Jamestown officials are working closely with the
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to identify areas in
Jamestown at risk if major releases are required from
Jamestown and Pipestem Dams.

Officials barricaded BIA Highway 7 on the Standing Rock
Indian Reservation with no detour available.

The National Weather Service is closely monitoring
precipitation totals and issuing flood advisories as
appropriate.

7. ASSISTANCE NEEDED:  None at this time.

8. OUTSIDE HELP ON SCENE: No change from previous report.

9. OTHER INFORMATION:  North Dakota officials are anxiously
awaiting word from FEMA officials regarding the status of
our May 1, 1995 request for a Major Presidential Disaster
Declaration.



Signed__________________________________
  Douglas C. Friez
  State Director


